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GARL DESIGNS TRAINING GROUNDS FOR CHAMPIONS

Lakeland, FL—What do Mike Weir and Zach Johnson have in common?

If you said they're both Masters champions, you'd be correct. Of the last seven Masters, these are the only
two besides Phil Mickelson (2004, 2006) and Tiger Woods (2001, 2002, and 2005) to have won a green jacket.
However, there is another commonality they share that few people know. When at home, they practice and play at
courses and practice facilities designed by noted golf course architect Ron Garl. You could say it's a coincidence,
but then you look at the legion of professional golfers who choose Garl-designed facilities and you get the idea that
he’s on to something.

“While we don't explicitly design golf courses and practice facilities for professional golfers, we do design
courses and practice facilities that meet their standards as well as those golfers of all skill levels,” explains Garl

Designing a state-of-the-art practice facility has been a mantra of the Florida-based architect for years.

“I've always believed that if you build a really good practice facility, that golfers will flock to it,” says Garl.
“The weekend player may not have time to play during the week, but he often will have an hour or so to practice. If
you give him a facility where he can work on all aspects of his game, he’ll be drawn to it. The more he practices, the
better he gets and the more he’ll want to play. This makes the entire facility successful.

“For the professional golfer, a really refined practice area is mandatory,” explains Garl. “He or she doesn't
have time to waste. When they work on their games, they want to be able to work on specific things and the facility
has to meet their standards. We try to take care of everyone’s needs.”

Johnson plays out of Heathrow CC in suburban Orlando, Florida which is home to many professionals
including Chris DiMarco and Champions Tour multiple tournament winner Jim Thorpe. In fact Zach Johnson
practices out of the Mike Bender Academy located at the Ron Garl designed Timacuan golf course.

Weir's home course is Taboo Golf Club in the Muskoka Sands region of Ontario, Canada.

“Both of these facilities share the same philosophy of providing ample and quality practice areas as well as
a challenging course for the better players and a playable course for golfers of all skill levels,” says Garl.

The best example of the quality of these facilities is that Taboo was named “The Best New Course in
Canada” in 2004 by Score Magazine.

In addition to these fine facilities, testimony to Garl's philosophy is Bloomingdale GC in suburban Tampa,
Florida. At one time the club boasted the highest number of single digit and plus handicap golfers of any club in the
U.S. This number included a dozen Tour players.

“We're proud of that fact,” says Garl. “We're prouder of the fact that while the design challenged some of
the best players in the world, everyone found it playable, memorable and an enjoyable experience.”

For a complete list of Ron Garl designed golf courses, please visit www.rongarl.com.




